
 

Part 4 “The Jewish Wedding and Betrothal Cup” 

A bride making herself ready:  We do our part and God will do his part 

1 Corinthians 10:1 “For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the 
cloud and all passed through the sea; 

2 
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 

3 
and 

all ate the same spiritual food; 
4 
and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a 

spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 
5 
Nevertheless, with most of them God was 

not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness.” 

Exodus 14:15 “Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go 
forward. 

16 
As for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons 

of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land. 
17 

As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of 
the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, 
through his chariots and his horsemen. 

18 
Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I am 

honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen.” 

19 
The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; 

and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. 
20 

So it came between the 
camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it 
gave light at night. Thus the one did not come near the other all night. 

21 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east 

wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided. 
22 

The sons of Israel went 
through the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand 
and on their left. 

23 
Then the Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots and his 

horsemen went in after them into the midst of the sea. 
24 

At the morning watch, the LORD looked down 
on the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the army of the 
Egyptians into confusion. 

25 
He caused their chariot wheels to swerve, and He made them drive with 

difficulty; so the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from Israel, for the LORD is fighting for them against the 
Egyptians.” 

26 
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may come back 

over the Egyptians, over their chariots and their horsemen.” 
27 

So Moses stretched out his hand over the 
sea, and the sea returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians were fleeing right into it; 
then the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

28 
The waters returned and covered the 

chariots and the horsemen, even Pharaoh’s entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even 



one of them remained. 
29 

But the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea, and the 
waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.  

30 
Thus the LORD saved Israel that 

day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.” 

Jewish wedding ritual 

A Jewish young man would wait at a well and look for a beautiful wife.   It was part of young ladies chores 

to draw water.  So the young man would approach the father of the girl and offer a dowry (Christ gave his 

life as a dowry).  The young man would give what he could and the father was the one who set the price.  

As the young man would then come to the house and the father would receive a dowry.  The cup of wine 

was poured and set on the table.  If she in her heart agreed to the contract, she took a drink of the 

wine (The Lord’s Supper).  The young women would then wear a veil to show she was engaged and 

kept herself pure for his return.  The young man is excited and ran out to go and prepare a dwelling place 

for them (Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us).  He would begin at his father's house to build a bridal 

chamber.  This could take up to two years (2,000 year grace period).  The father would also help guide 

his hands as he built.  After the bridal area was built and complete, the father would declare it is time to 

get the bride (only the father knows the day or time).  When it was time and the house was built friends 

would run into the town ahead of the groom and shout the "behold the bride groom comes” (angels with 

shout and loud shofar blast).  She has a lamp by her bed and put oil every night before going to sleep and 

makes sure the wick is trimmed and the lamp is ready for his coming (wise virgin with extra oil).  She is 

always kept on the second floor and the groom would put a ladder on the side of the house and the 

groom would come steal her away in the middle of the night (Jesus coming as a thief in the night to steal 

away his bride for the marriage supper of the lamb Rev 4).  The wedding would take place under a 

chuppah and the feast would last seven days.  In ancient times the consummation of the marriage was a 

very important part of the marriage ceremony.  The bride and groom would leave to their tent and 

consummate the marriage.  The groom would bring out the sheet showing some blood to witnesses.  The 

woman would put this in her belongings.  If there was ever some talk of divorce, she would pull that sheet 

out and remind her husband they have a blood covenant. 

 The communion cup is the betrothal cup (do this in remembrance of me…until 

the Lord returns 1 Cor 11:26, Luke 22:19) 

 Marriage Supper of the Lamb:  The fourth cup of Passover is consummation cup 

Preparation for the Rapture:  Ruth and Esther 

Psalms 104:2 “The LORD wraps himself in light as with a garment; he stretches out the 
heavens like a tent.”  Psalm 91:1 “Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will 
rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his 
wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.” 

Ruth  3:1 (Soaking under Lord’s Tallit) “Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her, “My 

daughter, shall I not seek security for you, that it may be well with you? 
2 
Now is not Boaz our kinsman, 

with whose maids you were? Behold, he winnows barley at the threshing floor tonight. 
3 
Wash yourself 

therefore, and anoint yourself and put on your best clothes, and go down to the threshing floor; but do not 
make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking. 

4 
It shall be when he lies down, 

that you shall notice the place where he lies, and you shall go and uncover his feet and lie down; then he 
will tell you what you shall do.” 

5 
She said to her, “All that you say I will do.”

6 
So she went down to the 

threshing floor and did according to all that her mother-in-law had commanded her. 
7 
When Boaz had 

eaten and drunk and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain; and she 



came secretly, and uncovered his feet and lay down. 
8 
It happened in the middle of the night that the man 

was startled and bent forward; and behold, a woman was lying at his feet. 
9 
He said, “Who are you?” And 

she answered, “I am Ruth your maid. So spread your covering over your maid, for you are a close 
relative.” 

10 
Then he said, “May you be blessed of the LORD, my daughter. You have shown your last 

kindness to be better than the first by not going after young men, whether poor or rich. 
11 

Now, my 
daughter, do not fear. I will do for you whatever you ask, for all my people in the city know that you are a 
woman of excellence. 

12 
Now it is true I am a close relative; however, there is a relative closer than I. 

13 
Remain this night, and when morning comes, if he will redeem you, good; let him redeem you. But if he 

does not wish to redeem you, then I will redeem you, as the LORD lives. Lie down until morning.” 

Esther 2:12 (Wise virgins with extra oil ready for the Lord’s coming) “Now when the 

turn of each young lady came to go in to King Ahasuerus, after the end of her twelve months under the 

regulations for the women—for the days of their beautification were completed as follows: six months with 

oil of myrrh and six months with spices and the cosmetics for women— 
13 

the young lady would go in to 

the king in this way: anything that she desired was given her to take with her from the harem to the king’s 

palace.” 

Fourth cup of the Passover Seder meal:  Cup of praise fulfilled at Marriage Supper 

 First cup is sanctification: salvation and deep consecration unto God 

 Second cup is deliverance:  being set free from satan’s kingdom and works 

 Third cup of redemption: healing in atonement (Matt 26:29 “I tell you, I will not drink from 

this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's 

kingdom.")   

 Fourth cup is praise: I believe this is the cup of consummation. 

How often did the early believers take communion 

 Probably corporately weekly, and many possibly daily on a personal basis (Acts 

20:7) 

 Justin Martyr confirmed this (100AD-165AD The early church as a simple 

meeting of believers on the Lord’s Day to hear scriptures read and explained 

(preaching teaching), singing hymns (praise and worship), offering of prayer 

(intercession and altar ministry), The Lord’s Supper, and receiving gifts (tithes 

and offerings).  

 Smith Wigglesworth took communion daily 

Wise Virgins with Extra Oil 

Matthew 25:1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and 

went out to meet the bridegroom. 
2 
Five of them were foolish, and five were prudent. 

3 
For when the 

foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, 
4 
but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their 

lamps. 
5 
Now while the bridegroom was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. 

6 
But at midnight 

there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 
7 
Then all those virgins rose and 

trimmed their lamps. 
8 
The foolish said to the prudent, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 

out.’ 
9 
But the prudent answered, ‘No, there will not be enough for us and you too; go instead to the 

dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 
10 

And while they were going away to make the purchase, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door was 



shut. 
11 

Later the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’ 
12 

But he answered, ‘Truly I 

say to you, I do not know you.’ 
13 

Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.” 

 Communion helps consecrate the bride and helps us get into the holy of holies 

where there is intimacy with God. 

 Like Ruth and Esther we learn to soak in the oil of his presence under his glory. 

Song of Solomon 5:2 “I was asleep but my heart was awake.  A voice! My beloved was 

knocking: ‘Open to me, my sister, my darling, My dove, my perfect one! For my head is 

drenched with dew, My locks with the damp of the night.’ 3 “I have taken off my dress, 

How can I put it on again? I have washed my feet, How can I dirty them again? 4 “My 

beloved extended his hand through the opening, And my feelings were aroused for him. 
5 “I arose to open to my beloved; And my hands dripped with myrrh, and my fingers with 

liquid myrrh, on the handles of the bolt. 6 “I opened to my beloved, but my beloved had 

turned away and had gone!  My heart went out to him as he spoke.  I searched for him 

but I did not find him; I called him but he did not answer me.” 

Revelation 3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.” 

The Difference Between the Church and Bride 

Luke 10:38 “Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named 

Martha welcomed Him into her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the 

Lord’s feet, listening to His word. 40 But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she 

came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving 

alone? Then tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you 

are worried and bothered about so many things; 42 but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has 

chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.” 

Matthew 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will 

say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 

name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will 

declare to them, ‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE 

LAWLESSNESS.’” 

 The church knows about God and are busy with many things 

 The Bride intimately knows the Lord and spend time with him 

 They are filled with extra oil and are making themselves ready for his coming 

Revelation 19:7 "Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage 

of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready." 


